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the tears had sprung to their eyes. In after years I used
sometimes to remark that I had preached one of my best
sermons when asleep. We have now a large and flourishing
work throughout the district where the incident occurred.
The exchange of coat and trousers for shoulder-cloth
and dhoti appeared to be no cross, when we were living,
sleeping, eating and holding meetings among the swarming
multitudes who did the same. To eat with our fingers
the kbichhri of Gujarat and the more savoury curries of
Ceylon, seemed to us to be as natural as it was for the
people whom we had come to save. It put us on a level
with them, and made them feel that we were really one
with them.
The life teemed with touching incidents. We were
visiting our Soldiers in a village where there had been
dreadful persecution. It seemed as though they must
give way and could no longer resist the pressure brought
to bear on them.
We announced at the conclusion of the night's meeting
that we would devote the next two days to fasting and
prayer, going away into the jungles for the purpose. They
were deeply touched and begged us at least to remain with
them until the morning. We refused, left the village and
walked for some distance across the fields.
Gujarat abounds with thorn bushes, and it is sometimes
said that, but for these, there would be no crops, as they
are largely used to protect the fields from the cattle. The
roads are strewn with thorns, and in the darkness of the
night, with our bare feet, it was difficult for Weerasooriya
and myself to make much progress. We found a secluded
spot where we had a precious season of prayer, and at break
of day we walked on for a distance of several miles.
Finally, on the bank of a river, under the shade of a banyan
tree, we settled down for our two days of prayer and
fasting.
About noon we heard a shout in the distance, and saw
several of the villagers running towards us. They told
us that the people had spent that night, in tears and
prayer. In the early morning, knowing that we ,had
taken neither food nor water with us, they had gone
out in parties to try to find us, to tell us that our prayer